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NEW MAZDAG6

AN INSTANT CLASSIC. You just know it when
you see it.

Beautiful form speaks for itself. It doesn't
scream for attention, but watches confidently ' S
as we approach, knowing the wait won't be long. t e

With great car design, as with great 'L____.__,..-———-"‘
architecture, exciting interplay between man
and form must follow that initial flirtation. If this ﬂ
isnt the goal from the inception, then there’s no
point in moving the idea into three dimensions. o

The development team behind the new
MAZDAG understood this.

“Creating a oneness with the car, a powerful .
emotional connection, was our focus from the < e
start,” says Hiroshi Kajiyama, MAZDAG Program O =
Manager. “In Japanese, the word for it is kizuna”

The car has a substantial posture, with
youthful, muscular lines, but this is balanced by an
unprecedented level of sexy sophistication that
will satisfy the grownup tastes of those who
don't compromise style. >




RIN-~Japanese for presence,
assertion, dignity, tension, definition



SEICHI ~ delicate workmanship,
attention to detail, fine craftsmanship




“What might be most exciting of all are
the latest principles of Japanese industrial
design we have brought to it," says
Kajiyama. “There’s a premium feel and a
sense of hospitality and comfort that North
Americans haven't experienced before in
this class.”

And yet, while it's borne of Eastern
aesthetics, the new MAZDAG has been
completely re-engineered for the North
American driver (for more on this, page 20),
offering the confidence that comes with
Mazda's highest levels of performance and
dynamic handling.

“We not only made a beautiful work of
art, but we took the first-generation MAZDAG

NEW MAZDAG6

and thoroughly raised the level of quality
across the board,” says Kajiyama.

We'll know more about the car soon,
including all the details on a powerful
V6 engine, a welcoming cabin—Mazda's
quietest to date—and a list of available
features, from advanced keyless entry to a
cutting-edge blind-spot monitoring system.

For now, the new MAZDAE's irresistible
beauty is doing all the talking, and people
are instantly responding. But let’s give
Kajiyama the last word: “We built this car
with a unique attitude,” he says. “We really
wanted to see how far we could go with
style and flow and exquisite craftsmanship.
It's a dramatic Zoom-Zoom evolution.” M




Testing the MAZDAG at the
Mazda Miyoshi Proving Ground,
Miyoshi, Japan

The new MAZDAG has gone through much BAPT\S‘\/\ B\( F\RE AND \CE
more than a face\\ff. The de\/e\opmenf feam when the MAZDAG hits showrooms in the fall, it\l be the
V\/Of\&ed for years with the mindset that they culmination of an epic journey of more than 2 million miles.
were ereaf\ng 3 100 percenf or'\g'\na\ \/\/Of\& of testrng drivability. durabrhty——eyery aspect of performance.

. _ Engineers put the car through its paces on test tracks and road
art, designed t0 far exceed North American trips along the MOst challenging routes and under the most
cuefomer expecfaf'\ons/and the reacn of the exfreme conditions North America has to offer..

oo Th cad th Fih We traveled all through the US—you name it, @ MAZDAG
CO\”ﬂDG’UUOﬂ. ey raise the game of the car prototype has probab\y been there, says Hiroshi Kajiyama:
on all \levels, then fegfed the heck out of it. MAZDAG Program Manager. ‘Trips 10 Canada and Mexico, too’

For engineers who want t0 feel the heat (or high ambient
temperatures. as they might say), theres n@ petter place than
Death Valley, California, where the car's performance was put to
the test at 12720F. At the other end of the spectrum is Thompson,
Manitoba; the engineers felt the need to prove the car's

extreme cold mettle by burning through this unforgiving land

of ice and snowW ot tenperatures of 13°F and below.

QUlETEST CABIN

st GOING \NCOG\\\\TD

in the cockpit have been High-tech

subdued quite substantially. cars in your blind spots. The MAZDAE prototypes ran in packs of three during these

BIGGER, MORE BETTER CLIMATE top—secref test dn\/es,‘vvrth‘around 10 engineer hand\ers.
COMFORTABLE CONTROL" The engineers left their white ab coats at the office to be

Large enough to seat five i Dual compression system inconspicuous, but the cars, taped Up with camouflage, still

adults easily; it's also roomier i creates highly intuitive garnered unwanted attention wherever they went.

than Camry and Accord. temperature control. “e had to hide the instrument panel when we stopped

for gas, Kajiyama tells us. 10 solve the problem. the h'\gh-tech
team employed @ decidedly low-tech solution: “We placed a

KEYLESS ENTRY 6 {MPROVED
' bath towel over it, he says.

AND lGN\T\ON* HANDLING

A keyless lock system and More powerfu\ performance /
push-button jgnition make for i and better steering offer a what did you s8Y when people asked you about the car?

4 smooth start to any drive. i guperior driving experience- “were all Japanese, SO we just kind of pretended we didnt

understand English’ Kajiyama says with a smile.
*gptional feature



TESTING THE MAZDAG6
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We do much more driving on highways than Mazda owners in

rnany other countries, and we demand @ smoother, quieter drive.
“American drivers want o be enveloped ina cocoon, says Greg
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g Launch Coordination. “we have not only created the quietest
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Tree-mendous
fun in the
rainforest

canopy _




Trekking, swinging and
splashing, the Green boys
did it all in Costa Rica. With
Edsart (bottom left) and
Sheyka (right) they found
new friends as well
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COSTARICA

CUBA
MEXICO
BELIZE
GUATEMALA HONDURAS
EL
SALVADOR
NICARAGUA
COSTA |
RICA
PANAMA

TRAVEL
TIPS

Liberia
o

San José
o

Punta
Uva A

: WHERE IS IT?

i Costa Rica is a republic in
: Central America bordering
Nicaragua and Panama.

i GETTING THERE
 International flights arrive
at Aeropuerto Internacional
i Juan Santamaria, just north
: of the capital, San José, and
i the Daniel Oduber airport in
 Liberia. There are regular

¢ flights leaving from most

: major U.S. cities.

WHERE TO STAY

¢ There are hundreds of
places to choose from,

for all budgets and tastes.
i Gavin and his family stayed
. at the Tree House Lodge

i on the beach at Punta Uva
in the Gandoca-Manzanillo

: Wildlife Refuge, where

i iguanas and sloths mingle
with the guests in the safety
of this hurricane-free zone.
i For more info, go to
costaricatreehouse.com

Zoom-Zoom 25



WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE

level that swings in rhythm with your
steps. Here, you're face-to-face with the
monkeys and other tree dwellers.

Edsart lives in a tree house right next to
ours, with his two dogs, Ziggy and Tyra,
and a bunch of iguanas. A Dutchman,
he fell in love with Costa Rica while on
holiday in his early 20s. Visit this amazing
country with its astonishing biodiversity,
lush jungles and peace-loving people (it’s
one of the few countries in the world with
no army)—whose motto is pura vida (the
“pure life”)—and you’ll understand why
Edsart fell in love.

This small Central American nation is
a nature lover’s paradise and an ecotourist
nirvana, a country where 27 percent of the
land area is protected. Costa Rica packs in
more species per square mile than anywhere
else on the planet and has amazingly varied
topography and weather. It’s squeezed
between the Pacific and the Caribbean and
neatly split by a series of volcanic mountain
chains that run the length of the country.

Our tree house is a five-hour drive
southeast of the capital, San José, on the
southern Caribbean coast. There are
no major hotel chains, no multi-story
buildings, no sign of the countryside being
bulldozed for speed. Instead, the pace is
slow, the road (the only one) is broken
and the architecture is more colorful shack
than concrete-and-glass.

Behind the buildings the rainforest
looms—high, omnipresent, noisy, majestic.
The forest, where we sleep and where we
play. The forest, where you are Tarzan
one moment and a National Geographic
reporter the next. The forest, Costa Rica’s
perennial backdrop.

UPLOAD YOUR
ADVENTURE



COSta rca
£00m-/oom style...

Experience monkey-
style living in the rainforest with the m
increasingly popular canopy tours. i
They're a thrilling way to learn about
the jungle, as you swing and slide
from.tree to tree. Just don't forget
your insect repellent. Be the king
of the swingers at terraventuras.com

| or visit'eanopytour.com
|

4

h
o R
L f{‘l Hear the mighty

= @m mountain roar and watch the glowing
s —— - red lava slither its way down into the
jungle at Arenal, one of the world's
most active volcanoes. The best time
to see its spectacular fireworks-like
display is usually just before dawn
breaks. Go to arenal.net or
anywherecostarica.com

Costa Rica is a
paradise for those who like to get
wet. On the coast there's plenty of
scuba diving and snorkeling, while out
at sea, anglers battle with deep-sea
giants, such as sailfish. Inland, Lake
Arenal's strong winds attract kite and
windsurfers from all over the world.
Visit sabalito.com or trycostarica.com

Be prepared to
get drenched as you wade and
sometimes even crawl through the
flowing streams in the Venado caves.
While the stalactites and mites are
beautiful, the really awesome sights
are the hundreds of bats, lizards and
other creepy crawlies. For more, go
to monteverdeinfo.com

You don't just throw on your Hk ’-
backpack and walk in Costa Rica. With ks ‘
such vast tropical rainforests to ' 5
explore, it's best to have a guide. Most
tours combine adrenaline-fueled
activities like whitewater rafting and
cycling, but gentler treks, including
horseback riding, are available. Go to
adventureincostarica.com

Zoom-Zoom 27/



A regular guy with

super-sized drgam’s
makes it happen with
hard work and @ little
help from his friends

\
e \
i 3 -

r N
4 "' STORY SARAH O'CONNOR
PHATOGRAPHY DOUG ADESKO "

BRAD RAMPELBERG HAS A KNACK FOR BEATING THE ODDS. amateur series. After finishing 20th out of about 75 entries
This year, the 39-year-old father of two is making his debut as in his first race, Rampelberg was encouraged enough to buy
a pro racecar driver on the Playboy Mazda MX-5 Cup circuit. an old Miata and set to work modifying it with the help of his

“'m old enough to know better, Rampelberg jokes. “but | guess father, a former autocross racer.
I'm a pretty competitive person’ Over the next few years he honed his <kills, eventually

Back in college, he worked full-time at Nordstrom'’s to fund setting his sights on the 2007 SCCA National Championship

his love of racing. “| didn't come from any money, explains and the Shootout. “Those were seriously lofty goals and | knew
it was crazy, but you've got to shoot for something, right?”

Rampelberg. 'l went to school full-time, worked full-time, and
raced part-time. | just kind of shoestringed it together” The Mazda MX-5 Cup Shootout gives talented racers a shot
The young racer won a scholarship to the Skip Barber Racing at the big time. Open to any SCCA or NASA club racing national
School, where he quickly made his mark. In 1994 he was Top champion who races a Mazda (there were nine eligible racers
bright. But real life was calling. in 2007), the Shootout tests candidates both inside and
outside the car, in order to find the one with the best chance

Rookie, and his future was looking

“| didnt have the sponsorship to move forward,” says Rampelberg.

“so | stopped racing and got married and found myself a job” of succeeding on the professiona\ circuit.

|t wasn't until 2002 that he climbed behind the wheel again After a grueling competition, Rampelberg was announced
the winner. His prize: a new MX-5, the MAZDASPEED parts

to take part in the fast-growing and competitive Spec Miata




to modify it into a Cup car and the entry fees for the series.
“It's an unbelievable opportunity," says Rampelberg. “Spending
up to 70 thousand dollars a year to race is just—its a lot of
money. | couldnt afford to do it without Mazda's help”

Juggling training, traveling and taking out the garbage will be
no easy task, but his family and colleagues are right behind him.
“One of the gals at work, every time there's a newspaper or
magazine article about me, she cuts it out and makes me sign
it and hangs it up. he confesses. Now there's a wall that's got
all of my photos and magazine clippings on it It's fun.

Sp what can we expect from Brad this season’?

“| want to win every race” he laughs. “Coming from behind
and being a rookie, | know that aiming for the championship is
Kkind of ridiculous. But | didn't get here by settling for second,
or settling for being a rookie, or having excuses.’

The man's got a point. ®




THE ROADSIDE WARNING SIGN HAS
just one word on it, “Sand.” All T can see
from here to the horizon are high golden
dunes on either side of the asphalt. I think
I could have figured that out for myself.
This is, after all, the Namib Desert.

I'm here to drive across the center of
Namibia from capital to coast to take in
some of the wild life. And by that I don't
mean the oryx or ostrich, I mean the
truly wild, adrenaline-fueling activities
Namibia has to offer: skydiving, quad
biking, kayaking and more. In my case, it’s

sandboarding on the Namib Desert’s dunes.

My destination is Dune Seven, one of the
tallest sand dunes in the world, just outside
the town of Walvis Bay. Once there, I'll
strap a board to my feet and carve down
the steep slopes, experiencing a sport that
has crossed over from sea to snow to sand.

My transport is itself a crossover. With
the practicality of an SUV and the driving
dynamics of a sports car, the Mazda CX-7
has the long legs to cover the distance and
the space to carry my gear, while providing
its own jolt of adrenaline, thanks to its
invigorating performance. Both the car
and I are ready to hit the road now.

Windhoek, Namibia’s capital, is my
starting point. Cruising through the city’s
business district, I catch the occasional
glimpse of the CX-7’s reflection in mirrored
office buildings. From inside I appreciate
a commanding driving position, yet those
reflections show the CX-7 as hunkered
down over its big wheels, appearing low-
slung and athletic. I can clearly see echoes
of the RX-8 in the broad wheel arches,
and the locals also appear to appreciate
the CX-7’s sporting intent. Stopping in
the Katutura township, crowds of smiling
children emerge from vividly painted




CX-7 INTO AFRICA



houses to quiz me on the car’s top speed.
Leaving the city behind, I have a choice
of routes to the coast. There’s the Trans
Kalahari Highway, which sweeps in from
Botswana in the east and skims the top of
the Namib, or there are two less-traveled
roads that go over the Khomas Highland
and then cut through the desert. Opting
for one of these, route C28, I'm soon
weaving my way through the hills on
pristine asphalt, enjoying the punch of
the 2.3-liter DISI turbocharged engine



as it pulls me from bend to bend. Not for
long, though. Barely seven miles out of
Windhoek, the tarred road ends and is
suddenly replaced by well-graded dirt.

Now I'm grateful for the CX-7’s active
torque split all-wheel drive. Once in a
while, mid-corner, I'm called to correct
the beginnings of a tail slide. But as soon
as I think about it, so too does the CX-7.
The dynamic stability control and traction
control selectively apply power or brakes
to help prevent mishaps.

The hills eventually give way to scrubland
and the road straightens. I see the occasional
ostrich, but otherwise there’s nothing out
here. As the outside temperature rises to
86°F, I turn the climate control down to stay
cool inside. The miles pass quickly thanks to
the soothing sounds from the Bose hi-fi and
a suspension that absorbs the worst of the
road without a fuss.

Soon, the landscape changes again. On
the horizon I see the first of the big dunes
silhouetted against the sky. Beyond them
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NAMIBIA

Karibib Okahandja

Trans Kalahari Highwacy

Swakopnigi Winghoek Air Namibia operates direct
: 2= flights to Windhoek from
Walvis Sl London and Frankfurt. South
NAMIB DESERT African Airways and Air Namibia

both fly from Johannesburg,
with its many international
connections. -

Windhoek: Safari Court Hotel

safarihotel.com.na

Walvis Bay: Langholm Hotel

langholmhotel.com

Swakopmund: Atlantic
NAMIBIA® Villa Guesthouse

www.atlanticvilla.iway.na

lies the former German colonial town of
Swakopmund. The official language of
Namibia is English, but in Swakopmund
youre more likely to hear German spoken.
Not surprisingly, the architecture and
culture from the colonial days have remained,
right down to the street names.

From Swakopmund the road is smooth
tar again, weaving hypnotically along the
Skeleton Coast, passing the shipwrecks
that helped name it. I keep heading south
toward Walvis Bay and Dune Seven.

Waiting for me there is Wayne Hull,
who has been running his sandboarding




business for nine years. Also with him are
students Max and Moritz Rieger, twins
from Germany. Seasoned snowboarders,
Wayne has hired them as guides.

Max climbs behind Wayne on his
quad bike and disappears around the back
of the towering dune before reappearing
400 feet above us and scything down the

slope, sending up a huge plume of mica.
My turn. I squeeze my feet into a pair of
hefty snowboard boots. It’s strange doing
this in my shorts and T-shirt, not layers of
ski wear. Wayne presents me with one of
his specially modified snowboards; a layer

of Formica is glued to the base and liberally
slathered with furniture polish. I clamber
onto the quad bike—Wayne's ski lift—and
we're off. Engine racing, wheels spinning
and bike twisting as it makes a near
vertical ascent of the dune’s other face, this
certainly beats a cable car for excitement.

At the summit I climb off, strap on the
board and look down the dune. It’s not a
long drop compared to a snow-covered
mountain, but it is steep.

“It’s a bit like powder snow;” assures
Wayne. “Although it does vary depending
on the temperature quite a bit”
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CX-7 INTO AFRICA

I'M STARTING TO
ENJOY THE RUSH
OF THE DESCENT

It takes me a moment to muster the

courage, but I take a deep breath and shuftle
over the edge. I grind to an immediate halt,
board buried under several inches of sand.
A bolder approach is required. So I jump.
With more speed, more aggression, no fear.
A cruel wind blows straight across the
dune, blasting sand into my face, exaggerated

by my increased velocity. When, inevitably,
I'lose control and tumble, the fine sand
finds its way into my mouth, ears and eyes.
With gritted teeth (quite literally), I decide
to give it another go.




wilD
'IFE

SANDBOARDING QUAD BIKING SKY DIVING

With each run I become more proficient,
and I start to enjoy the rush of the ride.
Sand is harder to carve than snow, and the
thrill of the descent is enhanced by the
need to avoid a cluster of palm trees.

After a dozen runs, my feet are feeling
decidedly heavy. At first I think it’s just —.2% __ % THE REAL WILD LIFE
tired legs, but then, perched on the open : S

tailgate of the CX-7, I pull oft my boots and
tip out enough sand to make a large castle.
Days later, I'm still washing the stuff out
of my eyes and ears. I probably should have
paid more attention to that sign, after all. B
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rucker lore says that if you're cruising easy on the

Hartford Pike as you cross the Rhode Island line

heading west into Connecticut, you can coast into

Dayville with nary a downshift. If it's dawn on a clear

day, wear sunglasses, because even though the
sun’s at your back, you'll soon need to contend with its blinding
reflection bouncing off Zip’s Dining Car, a vision of gleaming silver
chrome and neon from the halcyon days of streamliner diners.

The word “Eat” towers high above, a big neon imperative that

proves unnecessary after a mouthwatering waft of sizzling
onions, frying bacon, mashed potatoes and gravy floats through
the parking lot. Looking for a formal gourmet banquet? Drive
on. If a not-really-all-that-happy meal on the main thoroughfare
is more your speed, you're in the wrong place. But if you seek
satisfying food served with a heaping side order of character—
and characters—then this is heaven on toast.

Vintage pop tunes drift from chrome-banded booths with
individual jukeboxes. Talk flows easy at the busy bar, where
half the customers are regulars—from locals to long-haul
travelers—and the other half are welcome to join the club.
This is culinary democracy in action, fast and cheerful since
1949. It’s hotcakes and sausage in the morning, big open-
face sandwiches smothered with gravy for lunch, meat loaf,
milkshakes and hot fudge sundaes for dinner. And coffee,
always coffee. Take a few sips and your cup will be refiled. Don't
sip and it’s likely the waitress will be crestfallen next time she
comes around, pot in hand, to find you need no more.

We get chatting with fellow eaters about a favorite subject—
where to eat next?—and suggestions come chiming in from
waitresses and eaters alike: the steak house in the nearby
casino, the famous pizzerias in New Haven, a clam shack along
the shore. But with classic diners on our mind and our sights

A MAZDA3 arrives at
Zip's Dining Car, a beacon for
- hungry travelers since 1949




ROADSIDE DINERS

pointed north, it's unanimous: The Chelsea Royal
in West Brattleboro, Vermont.

“For French toast—uwith real maple syrup!” calls
out a couple in their 20s who have spent the last
three months driving cross-country looking for
nothing more than adventure.

“For its classical monitor roof, you know it is
Worcester Dining Car #736," proclaims a tweed-
jacketed gent who looks like a professor of
roadside architecture. He tells us most of the
pristine diners from the American road's golden
age were built in Massachusetts or New Jersey
and call the Northeast home. A guy at the counter
appears from behind a newspaper to inform us
that we have to try the homemade blueberry ice
cream. Diners makes strange boothfellows, we
think as we head north.

There was a time when these eateries were
downright disreputable. Appearing on the
landscape over 100 years ago when cities began
abandoning trolley cars, they were late-night
snack wagons that attracted such a dubious
clientele that Buffalo and Atlantic City actually
banned them. In the '"20s a manufacturer named
Patrick J. “Pop” Tierney improved their social
standing by adding booths and indoor bathrooms,
making them fit for women as well as men. It
was around this time the old trolley-car shape
morphed into the art deco silver streamliner
now considered the classic diner.

Nestled at the foot of the Green Mountains,
the Chelsea Royal dates back to 1938 and is like
a culinary yacht: booths and a gracefully arched
ceiling of polished pine, tiny-checkered tile floor,
everything old, but oh-so-ship-shape. (A more
modern dining area was added later)

“What can we eat that's real Vermont?” we ask
our waitress, who wears a “Good Food Fast” T-shirt.

“‘Blue Plate Speciall” she shoots back.

Lucky us, it's chicken pot pie—comfort food Sun'shinesiniomthe
supreme. We get macaroni and (Vermont) cheese Chelsea Royal breakfast rush
and Yankee baked beans on the side. We top it off E "aht The)EBRciE

. ) of the West Taghkanic Diner
with maple walnut pie and a bowl of that Northern

stalwart, Indian pudding, a luxurious hot cornmeal-
and-molasses samp that arrives under a crown
of fast-melting vanilla ice cream. As much as we
want to stick around for a royal Chelsea breakfast
the next morning—crunch-crusted corned beef
hash, pleasel—it’s too beautiful not to spend an
afternoon driving through the Berkshires toward
the setting sun. Besides, New York State's West
Taghkanic Diner is in striking distance for dinner.
You've got to like a place with the motto, “‘Home
of Home Cooking”. If you're a devoted hash house
hunter, you'll fall in love with the West Taghkanic, >
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a definitive diner with baby blue upholstery and
boomerang-pattern Formica that's been cooking
up goodness along this stretch of blacktop for
55 years. As we enter the silver vestibule, we
encounter a pair of women dressed in business
suits. They stop, blocking our way, and one
furtively whispers to us a single word: “jitterbug.”
Then they pass.

We peruse the menu. “Is the turkey on the
hot turkey sandwich real or from a loaf?” we ask
our waitress.

Her brow clouds with the insult. “We roast 'em
every day,” she says.

“Um, er, jitterbug™?” We say the secret password,

having no idea if it is a clue or the ranting of a
crazy woman.

“Fine,” she says. “You want your bread toasted?”

We say no, wondering what, exactly, we've
ordered. Turns out the jitterbug’'s a mid-Hudson
Valley specialty that consists of a hamburger
between two pieces of toast sided by potatoes,
smothered in gravy. The burger is juice laden, the
gravy is thick and homey, the mashed potatoes
are lumpy-good and tinged with garlic. On the
side, we drink chocolate egg creams, made as
well as any in the Bronx.

It's dark by the time we hit the road, so very
well fed. The rearview mirror sparkles with the
West Taghkanic's giant neon sign, a multicolored
image of a Native American chief in feathered
headdress, a bright red arrow pointing down to
the open door. It's a beacon of iconic Americana
still glowing bright for the traveler willing to
venture off the beaten path. l

ROADSIDE DINERS

COUNTER CULTURE

it’s rare to hear a waitress call o
cackleberries on a whiskey raft!” to get the
cook going on scrambled eggs on rye toast,
occasionally you'll still hear vestiges of some
old-school diner speak.

A FEW BASICS
water
cold cereal
add lettuce and tomato
donut
add chocolate syrup
hot dog with sauerkraut
butter
apple pie
coffee
need a coffee refill
meat done rare
pancake
hash
Coca-Cola

CHELSEA ROYAL DINER
WEST BRATTLEBORO, VT

WEST TAGHKANIC DINER
ANCRAM, NY

ZIP’S DINING CAR
DAYVILLE, CT

\
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BMX GOES OLYMPIC

STORY CARLOS WEIGLE

PHOTOGRAPHY MICHAEL TUREK
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Sydney 2000: Women’s 100m hurdles final.
Winner: Olga Shishigina, Kazakhstan

'.ulg‘: " T LY,

THIS SUMMER ALL EYES WILL BE ON THE|29TH
OLYMPIC GAMES IN BEIING. BUT IN A TIGHT RACE,
THE NAKED EYE ISN'T ALWAYS ENOUGH 10 PICK A
WINNER. FORTUNATELY, THE CAMERA NEYER LIES

Sydney 2000: Women’s quadruple sculls final. Winner:

.| Germany (middle), second place: Great Britain (bottom)
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Turin 2006: Men’s 4 x 7.5km & :
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Sweden to take bronze
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London 1948: Men’s 1,000m sprint
heat six. Winner: JS Heid, U.S. (top)




CAR ART

A FEW BRUSHES, THE ODD TWIG AND

MAZDA3 HATCHBACK, SCOTT WADE HAS
E CAR-BASED ART FORM

NQUE AND SCOTT WADE

HIS WIFE'S
TRAILBLAZED A UNIQU

STORY LUKE PONSFORD PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW NE

st. A canvas,

onal tools of the arti
ena

ette of paints. Perhaps eV
All essential for the creation
of your everyday fresco, + watercolor. Scott Wade

favors a different set of tools; for him, a dusty Texan
road, a carand a Hawaiian shirt will do just fine-
For the 48-y¢ £ San Marcos, Texas, art

ar-old native 0
{s very much an outdoor pursuit. Rather than using
nts, Scott’s preferred material is caliche, a fine blend
of limestone dust, gravel and clay. His canvas is nota
canvas at all, but rather the filthy rear window of his
he mﬂe—and-a—hal

wife’s blue MAZDA3 after t f drive
down the dirt road that leads to his secluded home.

The dust—o0r “road-base; as the locals call it—Dbillows
up behind any car driven down this track, leaving

a fine white dust coverin indows. It’s the
perfect surface awing, as

Scott discovered one

«ed lived on this dirt road for 20 years, $ays Scott.
“Qur cars were always dirty and hard to keep clean.

1 didr't want to use too much water, as T'm a green
kinda guy. SO W€ never cleaned the cars” >

Think of the traditi
an easel, brushes, 2 pal

tattered painter’s smock.
oilo

\
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beautifully gritty day.
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Dirty pictures: Scott Wade,
his wife’s MAzDA3 and a
reproduction of Michelangelo’s
portrait of God and Adam
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“‘MINE 1S A TEMPORARY ART FORMLIT'S
LIKE A SAND CASTLE ORICE SCULPTURE’

One day Scott started doodling on the filthy rear
window of one of his cars. Using his fingers he sketched
a happy face in the dust, went in the house and forgot
about it. But, without knowing it, he was on the brink
of inventing his own artistic movement: “dirty car art”

«The whole process was Very organic. I couldn’t
even tell you when 1 did my first drawings on vehicles;”
says Scott. “Several years ago, T'd guess. I just started
sketching with the pads of my fingers, then began using
Popsicle sticks, twigs and sticks from outside the house,
then assorted paint brushes and a fan brush for those
lighter touches”

As his technique became more sophisticated, 50 too
did his dirt-based renderings. Smiley faces graduated
to homegrown cartoons, which in turn became dusty
homages t0 such pop artists as Andy Warhol and
Roy Lichtenstein. O1, depending on Scott’s mood, old
masters such as Vermeer, Botticelli and Da Vinci.

“The thing about the MAZDAS3 is that its got this nice,
sloped rear window. It's perfect for dirty car art. T'm
doing a Rembrandt now, and it's a real pleasure t0 sketch
it” But isn't this an awful lot of work for something
that’s going to wash off the next time it rains?

“Mine is a temporary art form. Its like a sand castle
or an ice sculpture. Using the back window of a car is &
pretty novel canvas and it has definite limitations,” says
Scott, laughing, “but when one piece is gone 1 get to
start work on the next. P’'m looking forward to doing
a version of Hieronymus Boschs Garden of Earthly
Delights next” |
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are street artists who specialize in surreal
paintings. At the Moose Jaw Prairie Arts Festival
in Canada, they turned a street into a river
(bottom). european-street-painting.com

started his artistic career at
NASA as an advanced scientific space illustrator.
Now he draws anamorphic street paintings,
creating a 3-D optical illusion (below left).
kurtwenner.com

is a controversial and mysterious
graffiti artist whose work is well known for its
satire (below right). He’s so popular that people
pay thousands to dig up a bit of wall and put it
in their homes. banksy.co.uk







THIRTY YEARS ON, Matasaburo Maeda
clearly remembers the letter opener he
gave his teenage son, Ikuo. The glistening
stainless steel knife, designed by Enzo
Mari, had a subtle twist at the center, as
if turned by a man of great strength.

“I bought it in Turin. In those days I
often visited the city. Giorgetto Giugiaro
was there then; it was kind of a mecca for
car designers. In terms of design, there
was nothing like this letter opener in
Japan. With that little twist, it became this
beautiful form like a propeller. I wanted
to convey to Ikuo how with one twist a

whole new expression could be achieved”
Ikuo also remembers receiving the letter
opener: “It was as if I had encountered a
designed object for the very first time.
This little conceit of the twist—it was
very beautiful. I thought, ‘Ah, this is what
design is all about’”
Matasaburo was chief designer of the
first-generation Mazda RX-7, and 20
years later his son headed the design team
for its successor, the RX-8. Was this a trick

of fate, the result of DNA, a father’s scheme?

“Even though the word ‘designer’ sounds
attractive, the work itself is arduous and

FAMILY BUSINESS

I never took it home with me,” says
Matasaburo.

TIkuo does recall visits to their home
from Giugiaro and from Nuccio Bertone,
and adds: “Although I never wanted to
become a car designer, I was probably

influenced by this environment, as I always

knew that I wanted to make things, to be
a creator of some sort”

At the time Ikuo received the letter
opener, his father was wholly involved in
the development of the RX-7.

This was in the mid 1970s, around the
time of the first oil crisis when Japan’s

>




FAMILY BUSINESS

economic growth was starting to falter. To
develop a sports car amid this instability was
seen as not only going against the grain but
also as possibly foolish. Nevertheless, Mazda
dared to take the bet.

Matasaburo remembers how intense
it was: “We were told, ‘Hurry up. We
suddenly got together with a group of
engineers and simply started working
on our secret project.

“The beauty of it was the shape of the
rotary engine. We were all looking forward
to the ‘new’ and the rotary was just that.

As a result, the new front midship layout
was born [the engine was mounted at the
front behind the axle]. Moreover, this meant
that you could bring the nose down lower.
This was amazing, and no one else in the
industry was able to do it at the time.

Such was the pace of the project that

the first generation RX-7 came to be after
only three years of development. The year
was 1978, and a legend was born.
Around this time, Tkuo had begun
studying industrial design at university
in Kyoto. On a school break, he drove
to his hometown of Hiroshima. And what
did he show up in? A white Mazda RX-7.
“I didn’t know my father had been
involved in the design of the RX-7. T had

S THINGS
ABOUT THE
INEW-RX-8»
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» 1 HIGH QUALITY DYNAMISM
A restyled front bumper and fascia
houses headlamps with a high-end
finish. The rear bumper is new, as

are twin 3.5-inch exhaust pipes and
quality finish taillights. New wheels

feature cues from the rotary engine.

» 2 INTELLIGENT CABIN Access
! to the RX-8's cabin has always been
easy thanks to the “freestyle” doors
and now the interior is enhanced

i with a redesigned instrument panel,
a new steering wheel and seats

i designed to combat driver fatigue.
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bought this car simply because it was the “One day Ikuo showed me a photo of the Tkuo explains that it was this necessity

fastest thing out there, and I thought it RX-8 from a brochure. He asked me to that predicated the design of the RX-8:
looked pretty good, too,” says Ikuo. evaluate it. I said, ‘Oh, it’s rather good. I “Since I had to create a four-seater car,
Ikuo joined Mazda in 1982, and when thought he'd done a fine job. It’s true of the cabin would have to be more spacious.
the successor to his father’s iconic RX-7 the MAZDA2 as well ... there’s something But the risk was that this expansion
was proposed, he was the man assigned about his design that just hits me. I get it. would destroy the sports car form. I
the role of designing it. It’s not because he’s my son. It’s probably came up with the idea of removing the
Matasaburo only learned of his son’s the Mazda DNA. When I see an RX-8 center pillar and creating the freestyle
involvement in carrying on the legacy three  I'm astonished that it’s a sports car yet rear-hinged doors. There’s always a reason
months before the RX-8 went on sale in 2003.  still has four doors” behind a design, this is a key point” >

1

“THE BEAUTY OF THE PROJECT WAS THE
SHAPE OF THE ROTARY ENGINE.
HE NOSE DOWN-

. . EeEEE
i » 3 EXTRA DRIVING PLEASURE : » 4 PERFORMANCE GAINS
i Increased body rigidity has further i Reducing the differential gear ratio |
i improved the RX-8's handling and i on the manual transmission makes o P S ——
i reduced noise. A trapezoidal strut | the RX-8 quicker off the mark, e —
i tower bar, fine-tuned suspension i while the rotary engine continues
_ezmmmi and new driveshafts make for a i to pump out 232 hp of power | e |
=== quieter, better drive. i (automatic 212 hp). H
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~ Tkuo goes on to explain the difference
between his design philosophy and that of
his father: “If you called my father’s design
quiet and sleek, mine is both dynamic and
full of movement. He pursues forms that are
stable, whereas mine are all about instability
and fluidity. He was trained as an engineer
and his work reflected the trend for the
simple and functional, whereas I have been

58 Zoom-Zoom

breaking away from that and representing
the more emotional brand of today. Yet
even though our expression differs greatly,
as designers we both implement design
with reason and with functionality.”

In his day Matasaburo was a true pioneer,
says Ikuo: “My father wanted to become
a designer at a time in Japan when the
category of ‘car designer’ simply didn’t

spin to a heady 9,000 rpm.

exist. He was ahead of his time.”

Today Ikuo has his own unique vision,
which he is applying to Mazda design.
Coincidentally, he is about the same age
as his father was when he gave him that
Italian letter opener.

The inspiring object, with its simple,
beautiful twist. As it happens, it’s a little
like the twist in the DNA spiral. B

» 5 INTO THE RED A new variable : » 6 FORMULA ONE FUN The

red-zone tachometer is fitted into | six-speed automatic-transmission
the instrument binnacle, which i version of the RX-8 (available in
rises gradually as the engine comes some markets) is fitted with

into operating temperature. Once i steering wheel-mounted paddles
warmed up, the 232 hp engine will that allow for precise manual

control of gearshifts.



» 7 MORE SPORT For an even » 8 PREMIUM SOUND A

more focused driving experience i spectacular 300-watt Bose

there's the R3 with sports-tuned audio system with Centerpoint

suspension, Bilstein shocks and { surround sound, AudioPilot noise- e
front-suspension crossmembers i compensation technology and :

filled with urethane foam. Recaro Bluetooth hands-free phone

sports seats are also fitted. i system are also available.
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mazdausa.com)

No time to waste: the SpeedSource
Castrol Syntec Mazda RX-8 team
[below] made every second count
to beat two dozen Porsches and
win the GT class at the Rolex 24

SLIPPERY CONDITIONS AND TOUGH COMPETITION The RX-8 experienced several hair-raising, on-track
couldn't keep the SpeedSource Castrol Syntec Mazda spins, but still managed to run perfectly for all 24
RX-8 team from winning the GT class of the grueling hours of the race. As SpeedSource owner, engineer
Rolex 24 at Daytona and placing ninth overall. and driver Sylvain Tremblay said, “This was a great
Racing from day to night and back to day, the driving ~ win for the entire SpeedSource team.”
team of Sylvain Tremblay, David Haskell, Nick Ham Two other RX-8 teams also made it into the top
and Raphael Matos led 323 of 664 laps, beating the 10: the fifth-place SpeedSource FXDD RX-8 team
second-place Porsche by over five laps. The elite of Emil Assentato, Jeff Segal, Nick Longhi and Lonnie
GT class consisted of more than two dozen Porsche Pechnik, as well as the Racers Edge Motorsports
911 GT3s, a handful of Pontiacs, two Ferrari 430 team of Ken Dobson, Robert Thorne, Craig Stone
Challenges, a Corvette and a BMW M6. and Drew Staveley, that finished in 10th place.
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No matter which part :
of the country you call ettt ettt R e et R RS R R RS R £ £ E Rttt .
home, exciting Mazda races
are taking place near you Check your gas cap. Damaged, loose or

all summer long. Visit missing caps cause 147 million gallons
mazdausa.com for details. SA\/E & G D of gas to vaporize every year.
Take that foot off the pedal. Aggressive
: Gas prices keeping you up at night? Put driving can lower gas mileage by 22%
: a stop to it right now. These simple tips ~ on the highway and by 5% on city streets.
The SpeedSource FXDD RX-8 team had to will help you save gas, sleep better, and

work day and night and day to win a spot
among the top 10 at legendary Daytona QEt on the road faster.

o K.
“This jg eVen b o
than flyin, ng”

Choose cruise control on the highway
to keep speed constant. Each mph over
Keep your engine well tuned by following 60 can cost you around 1% in fuel economy.

your Mazda's maintenance schedule. Ask the experts. Take advantage

Make sure tires are properly inflated. of your Mazda Dealer’s

Keeping appropriate tire pressure can Full Circle inspection

save you up to two miles per gallon. to ensure your car is
performing at its best.
Have a Mazda dealer inspect your air And to find the cheapest

filter. A new Genuine Mazda Air Filter gas in your area, visit
can improve gas mileage by up to 10%. gasbuddy.com
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HIDDEN SHORES

Sick and tired of the overcrowded sands of Florida and California? Ready to find
a new place under the sun? Here are four of the best undiscovered beaches in
America. Now pack those flip-flops and get ready for a great summer adventure.

MANZANITA BEACH, OREGON
Nestled at the bottom of Neahkahnie
Mountain, this wide, uncorrupted gem
provides some spectacular views of

the Pacific Ocean. Rocked by soothing
winds, these seven miles of sand attract
kite-flying aficionados from all over the
country, while in the water, windsurfers
ride the waves to their hearts' content.
neahkahnie.net/manzanitabeach.htm

OCRACOKE ISLAND, NORTH CAROLINA

Accessible only by water or air, this

East Coast paradise—where Bluebeard
used to roam—features 16 miles of wild
protected shores so beautiful they won

the top spot on Dr. Beach's 2007 America’s

Best Beaches report. ocracoke-nc.com

MACKINAC ISLAND, MICHIGAN

The sea is so overrated. If you don't trust
us, check out these beaches by Lake
Michigan. Boasting the longest freshwater
coastline in the country, these jewels

are so revered that their considerable
virtues have been extolled in poems,
novels and even operas over the years.
michigan.org/travel/outdoors

ROCKPORT BEACH, TEXAS

Skip the crowds at Mustang Island and
Corpus Christi and go straight to this
oasis of beautiful vistas, rare birds and
small-town hospitality. The charming
fishing village of Rockport has been a
secret spot for affluent Texans since
the 1800s. cityofrockport.com

Road relief

Long road trips can be tough on the little ones.
Wouldn't it be nice if they could enjoy the drive as
much as you do? Next time, why not bring travel
DVD game Are We There Yet? along for the ride?

Inspired by the classic car games you played
back when your parents were behind the wheel,
Are We There Yet? encourages young passengers
to interact with the scenery through songs,
games, stories and videos.

No DVD player in your vehicle? No problem.
Kids can learn the games and songs at home
and then play them on the road.

MAZDA5 FRONT
SPLASH GUARDS
(SPORT ONLY)

These sporty guards protect your
paint job against road debris.

MAZDA5 FOG LIGHTS
(SPORT ONLY)

ctory-installed appear:
ghts offer improved visibility in fol
ather. Installation kit required.

MAZDA5 ALL-WEATHER
FLOOR MATS §

Let Mother Nature bring her worst; these all-
weather mats can handle it. Durable and easily
cleaned, the three-piece set (front and second
row) is available in charcoal black vinyl.

MAZDA5 FRONT MASK

Keep your MAZDA5’s front end free of nicks and
scratches from insects and road debris with

a custom-tailored mask. For vehicles equipped
with fog lights, cutouts are easily removed.

\@-—-'

CHECK OUT ADDITIONAL
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
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MX-5 Miata

A true legend in its own time, the top-selling
MX-5 Miata combines near-perfect 50/50
front-to-rear weight distribution, renowned
handling and unparalleled Zoom-Zoom.

PRICE RANGE | Startir

Lightweight, rear-wheel drive,

TYpE | PUrPose- built two-seat roadster;

available with manual soft top or
power-retractable hard top

20-liter DOHC 16-valve 4-cylinder
with variable valve timing

CHECK OUT THE COMPLETE )
LINE OF MAZDA PRODUCTS / mazdausa.com) TRANSMISSION | - gr G—Spdeesd mtar/l#al Dtverdr;ve
or b-spee por automatic

ENGINE

PERFORMANCE

* Horsepower rating based on use of recommended
premium unleaded fuel.
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JASON LEE is best known as the -

show My Name Is Earl. The Golden Globe -nor
actor has appeared in dozens of films and v proj
including Mallrats, Aimost Famous, The Incredibles
and Vanilla Sky. But before Hollywood, he was a pro
boarder. He’s been grinding and kickflipping since he
was 5 and still finds time to get to the half-pipe.

“SKATEBOARDING GIVES ME a feeling

| unlike any other sport or activity. | think
¥ it's because it's you and you alone. And
the thrill of being able to manipulate the
\ skateboard with confidence and control
is mdescrlbable Setting out to achieve something very
specific that takes weeks to learn and then learning it
and perfecting it is what keeps you skateboarding and
enjoying it. The accomplishments become the drive,
and the challenges never cease. It's an ongoing journey
of self-improvement, and it's a beautiful thing.”
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We’ve always met the challenge
to lead in sports car innovation.
This time we’re folding.

-

THE POWER RETRACTABLE HARDTOP MAZDA MX-5 MIATA. Now you can go from the windswept
exhilaration of an open roadster to the security and comfort of a coupe with the push of a button* The Power
Retractable Hardtop MX-5 Miata. Not only does it fold up or down in a class-leading 12 seconds;* it's also

the only retractable hardtop that doesn't muscle in on trunk space. Impressive, yes. But not surprising.
After all, MX-5 Miata has always been an innovative leader in sports-car engineering—from the top down.

>

Mazda. It all comes back to Zoom-Zoom. w mazDna

‘Once latch is engaged or disengaged. “Based on published times. ©2008 Mazda Motor of America, Inc. MazdaUSA.com
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AFTER 24 HOURS OUR DRIVERS WERE TIRED.
THEIRS WERE BEAT.

SPEEDS. e

MAZDA SCORCHES THE COMPETITION AT THE 2008 ROLEX 24 AT DAYTONA.

After 664 laps, 2,363 miles, 17,928 shifts and more than 10 million revolutions of its rotary engine, the Castrol Syntec MazdaRX-8, driven
by Nick Ham, David Haskell, Raphael Matos and Sylvain Tremblay won the GT Class at the Rolex 24 in Daytona, ahead of more thantwo
&SCastrol| dozen Porsches and Ferraris. While our drivers may have tired, their Mazda RX-8, with its

legendary rotary engine reliability and pure sports car design, never did - bringing home w mam
Uil 103 Paiar Mazda’s 22nd Daytona class win. Find out more at MazdaUSA.com/Daytona24 ©2008 Mazda Motor of America, Inc.
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il PLUS ART OF GLASS/ALL-AMERICAN DINER DRIVE/CX-7 CROSSES NAMIBIA



